LANCE, G. C. 


Seattle,March 30th, 1922. 


Mr. Sydney. Pp. Noe, q 
American Numismatic Society, 
New York, 


if 

Mr.James A. Wehn, Professor of Sculpture at University of Wash- 
ington had the kindness to show to me your answer concerning the col- 
lection of medals on which he has to report as member of the artistic 
commitee of above mentioned institution. On his suggestion I take 
the liberty to ask you to help us with the knowledge of your experts 
and give us a judgment on its value. (Catalogue and photographs of 
some of the medals are forwarded to you under separate cover.) , 


During several months, Mrs. W. W. Carr and myself have been 
preparing a catalogue of these medals, the greatest care has been 
taken in the researches concerning their rarety, have teen consulted 
books and catalogues available here,among which we will mention: 
G.F.Hill's Medals of the Renaissance, Portrait Medals of the Renaissance, 
etc.; Fabriczy's Italian Medals; Breck's Catalogue of Romanesque, 
Gothic and Renaissance sculpture: Wilhelm Bode's Florentine Sculptors 

of the Renaissance; Friedlander's works; etc., and the Encyclopedia 

Britannica. This gave us the conviction that ve have in hands an 
invaluable collection, but we need a sort of confirmation or endorsement 
that no individual (only a museum) can give and as you certainly have 
at your disposal experts able to judge we beg you will facilitate our 
work in giving us your appreciation. 


i 
We believe that most of the first fifty medals are unique in 
America. 


Question of rarety aside, we consider this collection as a whole 
of great value from an artistic, historical and educational point of 
view: Artistic because they are the work of the test sculptors from 
early Middle Age to our time, historical when their importance is 
brought to light as representing the heads or commemorative acts of 
the mediaeval foremost men, and educational because they compose a con- 
tinual and complete scale that could te taken as a standard of the 
Medallist art through the different artistic periods from Roman to 
Modern, possessing at least a model from their masters of the numerous 
schools known, &@ splendid and comprehensive demonstration of the deve- 
lopment in its successive stages of this expressive art holding its 
important place between Sculpture and Painting. We can also ada that 
the execution (moulding, casting and patine) is in all regards perfect 
and this is not the least quality of these medals if we consider that 


pure Art would have in many cases only speculati j 
an) ) ative value if the. 
arts were not skilled in their help. edna 


How these medals become in possession of the owner, lir. Ed.Terrier, 
how we discover them, how we undertook the composition of this collect- 
ion, (eliminating the inferior medals), how we prepared this catalogue 
with all possible accuracy, how we have teen induced to undertake the 
less pleasant work of selling this collection will take too much of 
your time, however we are ready to answer any guestion desired. 

In a few words we beg that you te kind enough to correct our 
assertions if they are erroneous, to mention your doubts if you cannot 


check up our statements but also to confirm the points that you know 
to be correct. 


Thanking you for your kindness, I remain, dear Sir, 


Very truly yours, 


dea 


April 22nd, 1922. 


; 


“a Ge C. Lance, Esq > . ay 


4 22) Yepler Bay ~~) © . 
Seattle, Vashe \ , , ; = ie: 
Dear-Mr. Lancers ' * a ee ; 


j , 
@ hoa 


‘ I am sorry to have delayed answering your letter of March 
50th so long, but a pressure of work has prevented my giving _ 
attention to the photographs and catalogue of medals which you 
sent me. I heve been examining them very carefully, sini ial: 
and beg to submit iy “a fiance . ; 


First, you must let the cecil what I said about the di 
ficulty of judging from photographs. Is it possible to detect 
electrotypes by this means? ‘This, however, is discounted by 
the fact that the collection was formed by an artist, and one 
who would have been sensitive to any weakness in casting or any 
“lack of style on the part of the medals. 


The photovraphs show &@ much higher avereve of excellence 
than we have experienced in similar collections; and Mr. Wood, 
our Curator, azrees with me that judrine from these chotographs 
there is no fault to be found with the sharpness of the letter- 
ing or of details of the medals, which woula perhaps be the first 
criterion to be applied. 4s a collection, the quality is much 
better then your letter would have led me to. anticipate. ; 


I have noted what you say of bi ae and while I have not. 
been able to look up more than a very few of the pieces, I note 
that Nos.14, 15 and 16, the diameter of which is given by you 
as 65 m., is in Nooq's volume listed as 69 mm, This is one of 
‘the few disquieting elements I have found in the collection. 
Your information is that other specimens are from 635 mm. to 65 mm 
in diameter. 


G. G. Lance, Esq. April 22nd, 1922 


I note whet you s&y about this being the finest 
sollestion of Renaissance medals in America,. Unfor- 
tunately, this is not as mush of a distinction as — 
might be implied because I do not know of a single 
important collection of these medal s+ nor is there any 
“authority” here so far as we know. Mr. Wood and I, 
myself, have' had to relg on considerations of style,’ 
casting and measurements, but there are so many other 
questions which arise when genuineness is being con- 

- sidered, that we always discount our opinions because 
of lack of experience. 


I presume you will wish to have me return your 
photographs and catalogue, but 1 shall await your res= 
ponse before doing this in cass there riay be further 
i and Seg dade desire’ to ask. 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary | 
SPH/E 


G. CG. lance, Seattle, May 19th, 1922. 
2211¢ Yesler Way, ; 
Seattle, 
( Wash. ) 


Sydney P. Noe, Esq. 
The American Numismatie Society, 
New York. 


Dear Sir, 


I thank you for the study of the medals and for the trouble you had 
the Kindness to take to find me. I never noticed before that my address 
was 2211¢ insteed of 2211 as given to you. A new postman, I presume. 


At reception of your esteemed Mr. James A. Wehn and I read it with 
pleasure as it does not only confirm but enhances the importance of this 
collection. 


We understand very well the difficulty of judging from catalogue or 
photograph and we could send you 2 few medals if we could expect some con- 
clusive statement. 


Mr. George F, Hill of London has been asked to give his opinion and we 
are waiting for it. \ 


As for the catalogue and photograph we think that they are very well in 
your hands and as our intention is to give you the result of Mr. G.F.Hill's 
examination, they will permit you to have an exact idea of their respective 
values 


Since my first letter, the owner , Mr. E. Terrier died and steps will 
be’ taken to sell this collection. We will consider as a great favor if we 


are allowed to refer to the photos and catalogue in your hand in case some 
collector or institution was desirous to consult them in New York. 


Thanking you for your help and glad that you acknowledged the artistic 
and educational importance of this collection, 


I am, dear Sir, 


Yours faithfully, 


Mey 27th, 1022. 


« a | : 
. / 
\ 4 e 7 ? . 
- \ \ 
ene. 


Gs 0. © dibiStead Beas 
| Seated te, fonts 
‘Dear Ur. Lancers 


I hare your Letter of ‘the 19th, and 
note that you wil) refer Dr. tt 
opinion te me as soon as you receive it, 
and that in the meantime bay Mee ge 3} 
and catalogue are to remain here. Tkis — 
is entirely satisfactory. I know of no 
ene who is better qualified to pas 
upon the medals. Ae I received a letter 
frém him within tho gre week stating — 
that he expeated to be absent on vacation — 
auring the month of June, unless he ree 
sponds hefore leaving London, there mey 
be some delay. I wii} therefore. awalt 
further word from youe gee 


Very truly yours, 


Secretary. 


Dictated but not read. 


